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THE VIEW FROM ATLANTIC AVENUE 
 

February 18, 2021 – One of the collaborative research projects we coordinate at MCCF is the 

Sentinel Survey for groundfish in the eastern Gulf of Maine. Pat Shepard, Collaborative 
Research Specialist, has been coordinating this survey for several years. The project is a 
partnership with UMaine, and the Nature Conservancy, and involves 8 fishermen using 
hook and line gear to catch groundfish in order to learn more about the population and 
the structure of the stocks. One question we have is what role the return of river-run fish 
species like alewife might play in the possible recovery of marine fish in the area. 
Improved fish passage in many coastal rivers and streams in eastern Maine in recent years 
has resulted in enormous increases in the numbers of returning alewife populations in 
the spring. Are these adult and juvenile fish an important part of the diet for cod, haddock, 
Pollock and other marine species? That’s one of the questions this study is trying to 
answer. Whereas the Sentinel Survey has typically been conducted in the summer and 
fall, many fishermen have reported seeing larger cod in the winter months in this region. 
These larger cod are probably of breeding age, and are large enough to be feeding on 
vertebrates like Alewife. So this year Pat has organized a winter sampling program with 
several fishermen that fish in the region around Stonington to collect some of these larger 
fish. The goal is to collect 40 adult cod over the next couple of months and evaluate their 
diets through stomach analysis and through a laboratory analysis of muscle tissue that 
will be conducted at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Participating fishermen 
will be eligible for prizes based on their level of participation and successful delivery of 
large cod to the Center.  
 
Do you have a question about our fisheries? Send it to info@coastalfisheries.org or call 
207.367.2708. Learn more about MCCF by visiting us online at www.coastalfisheries.org. 
  
FISHERIES LOG   
Prices to Harvesters in Stonington  
Scallops: $12.50/lb.   
Lobsters (run): $6.65/lb.    
Bait (herring): $82/bu.   
Fuel (diesel): $2.47/gal.  
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