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THE VIEW FROM ATLANTIC AVENUE 
 

February 11, 2021 – I wanted to provide an update on the status of Governor Mill’s plans to pursue 

offshore wind energy in the Gulf of Maine. The Governor’s Office of Energy (GOE) is leading an 
effort to submit an application to the federal government for establishing an Offshore Wind 
Energy Research Array. The array would be in federal waters and the planning group is targeting 
an area between 20-40 miles from shore in the vicinity of the mouth of the Sheepscot River. Once 
established, the proposed array will be in a 16 square mile area and will house up to 12 floating 
wind turbines that will be connected to the mainland by undersea cable either at Wyman Station 
in Yarmouth or at the Wiscasset site of the former Maine Yankee nuclear power plant. This idea 
was initially announced in November and the Governor had hoped to submit the application in 
late winter of 2020.  
 

Several fishing industry organizations, including MCCF have been attending information sessions 
and other meetings to learn and express concerns about these plans. The Governor has indicated 
that she intends to engage with the fishing industry and other interested parties throughout the 
process, but because of the COVID pandemic, all of these interactions are happening remotely 
through zoom or other platforms. The group of organizations expressed concerns in a joint letter 
to the Governor about the pace of this planning effort, the challenges with using remote meetings 
to fully engage fishermen, and several specific concerns with the plan. Governor Mills heard these 
concerns and responded in writing that they will slow down the engagement process, delay the 
application date for a couple more months, and that she intends to work with the Legislature to 
establish a 10-year moratorium on offshore wind energy development within Maine waters (3 
miles).  
 

That the Governor heard the concerns and amended plans, is a good thing, however there remain 
concerns about the siting of this research array and also the potential for much larger commercial 
development in the Gulf of Maine. During a 4-hour meeting on February 5, the planning team 
presented information about the proposed research array and the technology of floating wind 
energy platforms. There is a great deal of momentum behind this initiative and fishermen or other 
ocean user groups should be paying attention as this unfolds. There are several more webinars 
and other opportunities to learn and to weigh in on with questions and concerns. You can find 
more information on the Office of Energy website: www.maine.gov/energy 
 

Do you have a question about our fisheries? Send it to info@coastalfisheries.org or call 
207.367.2708. Learn more about MCCF by visiting us online at www.coastalfisheries.org.   
 

FISHERIES LOG   
Prices to Harvesters in Stonington  
Scallops: N/A  
Lobsters (run): $5.15/lb.    
Bait (herring): $82/bu.   
Fuel (diesel): $2.47/gal.  
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