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THE VIEW FROM ATLANTIC AVENUE 
 

January 28, 2021 – We at MCCF have been exploring ways to transition how we manage 

fisheries and other coastal natural resources towards an ecosystem-based approach. 
Essentially this means to not just manage commercial fishery species as individuals, but to 
take into account how different species interact with one another and with their ecosystem. 
This concept of ecosystem-based fisheries management (EBFM) is not new, but the transition 
towards these more holistic approaches is going to be slow and fraught with challenges. Back 
in 2017, we committed to a partnership with NOAA and Maine DMR to develop a research 
framework to inform the implementation of EBFM in eastern Maine. The initiative is ongoing 
and has been named the Eastern Maine Coastal Current Collaborative (EM3C). The eastern 
Maine coastal current is an oceanographic current that flows along the eastern Maine coast 
from Canada southwesterly to Penobscot Bay where it gyres off into the Gulf of Maine.  
 

The process we are using to get to a research framework starts with local communities. We 
believe that local knowledge and local values must be the foundation on which we pose the 
questions that need to be studied to fill in the gaps about marine species and ecosystems, and 
how we could manage them differently in the future. MCCF’s goal of sustaining fisheries and 
the communities that depend on them leans heavily on collaboration in the science and 
management. We are organizing this effort with the assumption that shared responsibility 
through collaborative management is essential to a sustainable future for working 
waterfronts in eastern Maine. Our community engagement effort was interrupted by the 
pandemic in 2020 and we are now hosting a series of web-based meetings. We ask local 
fishermen and other community leaders to talk about what is changing around them, where 
they see policy that needs improvement, and how they envision the future of their 
communities. Then, when we invite scientists and managers into this effort, they will be 
arriving at a community-based conversation that builds on local knowledge and values. Stay 
tuned as we learn from you and your neighbors.  
 

Do you have a question about our fisheries? Send it to info@coastalfisheries.org or call 
207.367.2708. Learn more about MCCF by visiting us online at www.coastalfisheries.org.  
 

FISHERIES LOG   
Prices to Harvesters in Stonington  
Scallops: $12.50/lb.  
Lobsters (run): $4.35/lb.    
Bait (herring): $82/bu.   
Fuel (diesel): $2.25/gal.  
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