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THE VIEW FROM ATLANTIC AVENUE 
 

January 21, 2021 – The Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC), based in Machias, is leading 

an effort to explore the possibility of the designation of a National Heritage Area in eastern 
Maine. National Heritage Areas are places where historic, cultural, and natural resources 
combine to form cohesive, nationally important landscapes. Unlike national parks, National 
Heritage Areas (NHAs) are large lived-in landscapes. NHAs collaborate with communities to 
determine how to make heritage relevant to local interests and needs. In 1984, President 
Ronald Reagan signed the first National Heritage Area, Illinois and Michigan Canal National 
Heritage Area, into law, and there are currently 55 NHAs in the United States.  
 

NHAs are designated by Congress and linked to the National Park System (NPS), in this case 
Acadia National Park. These areas offer a collaborative approach to conservation that does 
not compromise traditional local control over and use of the landscape. Designation comes 
with limited financial and technical assistance from the National Park Service and requires a 
local management entity to support and manage the program. Although most entities are 
authorized to receive up to $1 million annually over a set period of time, actual annual 
appropriations range from $150,000 – $750,000. The financial assistance component of the 
program is secured with legal agreements, accountability measures, and performance 
requirements for NHA entities. NHA designation does not affect private property rights.  
 

The planning group is considering using eastern Maine’s unique geologic history and how the 
resulting features have driven human behaviors over time, including settlement patterns, 
natural resources, and culture. Fisheries, agriculture and forestry are likely subthemes. SCEC 
is hosting two discussion sessions by zoom to gather input as they explore this opportunity. 
Sessions will be held February 3 (10am-noon) and February 4 (2pm-4pm). Registration is 
required and you can learn more at the website: www.sunrisecounty.org.  
 

Do you have a question about our fisheries? Send it to info@coastalfisheries.org or call 
207.367.2708. Learn more about MCCF by visiting us online at www.coastalfisheries.org.  
 

FISHERIES LOG   
Prices to Harvesters in Stonington  
Scallops: $12.50/lb.  
Lobsters (run): $4.35/lb.    
Bait (herring): $82/bu.   
Fuel (diesel): $2.25/gal.  
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